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CIA Hushes Facts

nU-2 Pilot's Wife

‘ Washington, April 23—The Central Intelligence Agency is apparently attempting
to cloak in searecy the facts concerning the mysterious illness of Mrs. Francis Gary
Powers, wife of the U-2 pilot who recently returned from Russia.

Mrs. PPowers, 27, was hospital-
ized here Friday. The first re-
port from Washington police
said she had taken 28_5:*1)3111135
of nembutal, a barbituaié? Short.
ly afterward, Mrs. Powegs' ph¥
sician at Georgetownl &

s

The patrolman who investiga-
ied the case insisted, however,

tion from: an offfelalamedical
veport. prepared s¥yersl Hgurs
atter Mrs. Powers' wiE zganit-
ted.

When police officials went later
to examine the report,they were
told by hospital direttors that

secords? .

‘'he gifsetors admitted, when
vressed, that.a CIA agent had
asked them to bar any access to
the data onifggsi Powers.
Tound $titutional

The Hosy ‘gaid  further-
more thatif ®3- could not
talk to «ﬁ) s, although
Schrein *he¥h¥d no ob-
jections gn al grounds.!

The docts sqgosed that he,
too, hiade veld “word from:
CIA, “Diry mét dinctly,” to dis-

close no’ information. on the

case, o tia ganig

Mrs.. Powers fell 1l1: gbout 3
w.m. ¥riday ig the _plush apart-
ment she shaf&”with her hus-
hand  in  nearby Alexandria.
rowers phoned police to send
=1 amnbalanece. - :

Tierhert Sweeney., 8 membes
i the ammbelance les, said he

found Mrs. Powers lying un-
conscious in her pajamas on the
living room floor. Powers was
with her.

Sweeney said he 'saw no sign
of sleeping pills and that Powers
made no mention-ef them. The
pilot "arrived at the hospital in
a police car a few minutes after
his wife, Sweeney sald.

Won't Say Why

Alexandria Police Chiel Rus-
sell Hawes said he had closed
the records of the incident to
public scrutiny at the ‘request
of Lt Col. Paul F. Gfiyror, &
CIA security officer. A

tGaynor, by tclephone,/ac
knowledged that the CIA was
active in the case but he de-
clined to say why. “Ask Po-
wers,” he said. But Powers could
not be reached.

Schreiner; during the weck-
end, declined to give out any
information about Mrs. Powers’
diagnosis. He said only that she
was treated for a stomach ail-
ment and that she is recovering
caticfartorily.

Feouple had not been

He said she is now ambula-
tory and is well cnough to talc
but' that he had not asked her
what might have caused her
distress.

Spoiled Oysters

Late last night, both of Powers?
sisters who live in Washington
suburbs, said their brother had
just told them that his wife ap-
parently had eaten some spoiled
oysters that were in their re-
irgerater.

Both  women, Mrs, Janice
Melvin and Muis. Jessica Hiles
man, denied reports that the the
gotting
along well lately. Both said they
had entertained the couple dur-
ing the week and found them
light-hearted and gaily making
plans for celebrating caster lo-
gether. .

Mrs. Melvin said Mrs. Powers
might have been run down from
the constant round of partics
the couple had been altending
in celebration of his release. She
said Mrs. Powers also suftered
frem numerou allergies,

Approved For Release 2000/08/03 : CIA-RDP75-00001R000400080070-9



